s 

[TV2-  <=  b 

mz 


s 


PLEASE  RETURN 


Bannack  State  Park 


STATE  DOCUMENTS  COLLECTION 


a  look  to  tke  future....  sep o 7 1983 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
*  1515  E.  6th  AVE, 

Helena,  Montana  59620 


JUL  1  5  1992 


MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 

S  978.666  M26bs  1982  C.1 
Bannack  State  Park,  a  look  to  the  future 


3  0864  00045062  0 


a  challenge  from  the  past.... 


As  the  site  of  Montana’s  first  major  gold  strike  and  first  territorial  capitol,  Bannack 
has  long  heen  recognized  as  one  of  the  state’s  major  historic  sites.  Born  in  the  fall  of 
1862  and  never  completely  deserted,  this  tenacious  community  is  a  microcosm  of  Mon¬ 
tana  history  wherein  all  phases  of  frontier  social  and  economic  development  are 
represented.  Bannack  has  heen  the  setting  for  the  evolution  of  early  politics  and  govern¬ 
ment,  outlaw  violence  and  vigilante  justice,  early  business  and  commercial  enterprise, 
gold  mining  in  all  its  phases,  and  the  many  facets  of  pioneer  social  and  domestic  life. 

The  site  provides  the  State  of  Montana  an  unsurpassed  opportunity  to  preserve  and 
interpret  its  history  on  the  very  ground  where  the  cornerstones  of  its  heritage  were  laid 
and  in  a  setting  that  is  essentially  unchanged  from  what  it  was  during  the  early  form¬ 
ative  years. 
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FREIGHT  WAGON  IN  BANNACK 


# 


“JOE  GAUTHIER  AND 
FRENCHY  ROSSIE 
HYDRAULIC  MINING  BELOW 
BANNACK,  MONTANA” 


Since  1954  when  a  portion  of  the  the  townsite  was  donated  to  the  state  by  Dillon’s 
Beaverhead  Museum  Association,  Bannack  has  been  an  important  unit  of  the  State 
Park  System.  Bannack  State  Park  began  to  mature  after  1965  when  parks  responsibili¬ 
ty  was  transferred  to  the  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  and  the  availability  of 
federal  matching  funds  greatly  enhanced  the  State’s  capabilities  to  properly  care  for  the 
town. 

Starting  with  a  part-time  caretaker,  the  program  has  slowly  grown  to  the  point  where 
a  permanent  manager  and  seasonal  personnel  meet  a  demanding  year-round  manage¬ 
ment,  maintenance  and  security  responsibility. 

Land  surveys  and  quiet  title  actions  initiated  in  1968  cleared  the  way  for  periodic  ad¬ 
ditions  to  the  park.  Since  the  initial  donations,  24  parcels  and  approximately  210  acres 
of  adjacent  land  have  been  acquired,  and  two  additional  donations  have  been  accepted. 
Today,  only  4  structures  within  the  townsite  remain  in  private  ownership. 


1905  BANNACK  BASEBALL  TEAM 


Acquisition 


Current  Situation 

With  the  exception  of  four  parcels,  the  entire  townsite  of  Bannack  is  in  state  owner¬ 
ship.  Three  of  the  four  inholdings  are  historic  homes  and  one  is  a  relatively  recent  log 
cabin.  All  are  owned  by  nonresidents  and  are  occupied  periodically.  The  Department 
has  been  actively  pursuing  the  acquisition  of  all  four  parcels.  As  long  as  these  structures 
are  in  private  ownership,  they  are  in  danger  of  “modernization”  and  incompatibl  e  use 
which  may  seriously  detract  from  the  historic  atmosphere. 


Need 

State  ownership  of  all  property  within  the  townsite  is  essential  if  goals  of  security,  traf¬ 
fic  control  and  historic  authenticity  are  to  be  met.  Completion  of  negotiations  will  be 
vigorously  pursued. 

The  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks  proposed  to  fund  this  acquisition  pro¬ 
ject  from  the  Coal  Tax  Trust  Fund. 


ONE  OF  FOUR  PRIVATE  INHOLDINGS  IN  BANNACK 


Stabilization 
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MASONIC  LODGE  AND 
SCHOOLHOUSE  PRIOR  TO 
(ABOVE),  AND  FOLLOWING 
STABILIZATION  (RIGHT). 
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In  response  to  a  critical  need  to  preserve  significant  structures,  tke  State  kas  also 
maintained  an  ongoing  program  of  stabilizations  and  preservation.  During  tke  past  fif¬ 
teen  years,  over  40  buildings  kave  received  attention  with  projects  ranging  from  repair 
of  roofs,  walls  and  foundations  to  stabilization  of  outbuildings  and  replacement  of 
broken  windows.  3n  every  case  tke  utmost  care  kas  been  taken  to  preserve  tke  historic 
integrity  of  tke  structures  and  maintain  tke  frontier  atmosphere  associated  witk  Ban- 
nack. 

A  ‘‘feeling  of  tke  past”  kas  keen  further  enhanced  by  tke  removal  of  incompatible 
intrusions  suck  as  junk  cars,  trailer  houses,  and  an  overke  ad  power  line.  At  tke  request 
of  tke  State  and  in  response  to  tke  National  Landmark  status  of  Bannack,  tke  Bureau 
of  Land  Management  kas  taken  special  steps  to  protect  over  300  acres  of  adjacent 
federal  land  from  incompatible  developments. 

T  hrough  these  efforts,  and  in  response  to  an  ever  increasing  public  interest  in  tke 
past,  Bannack  kas  become  a  major  unit  of  tke  State  Park  System  and  tke  destination  of 
over  30,000  visitors  each  year. 


Specific  Needs 

i 

Bannack  is  now  on  tke  threshold  of  realizing  its  full  potential  as  one  o  f  tke  west’s 
most  outstanding  kistoric  parks.  A  final  major  effort  is  necessary,  kowever,  to  address 
some  critical  remaining  ckallenges. 

Heretofore,  empkasis  kas  keen  placed  on  tke  critical  needs  of  acquisition  and  preser¬ 
vation.  Wkile  it  is  essential  tkat  tkese  programs  continue,  efforts  must  now  turn  toward 
furtker  protection  of  tke  townsite  and  its  kistoric  integrity,  tke  ckallenges  of  accom¬ 
modating  ever  increasing  numkers  of  visitors,  and  tke  formulation  of  a  program  to 
enkance  tke  educational  and  recreational  potential  inkerent  in  tkis  site. 

Tke  following  elements  of  tkis  proposal  will  address  tkese  needs. 


Fire  Figkting  System 

Current  Situation 

Tke  eigkty  plus  wooden  structures  standing  in  Bannack  are  continuously  in  danger  of 
damage  or  complete  destruction  due  to  fire.  Tke  majority  of  tke  kuildings  are  in  close 
proximity  and  fire  would  almost  certainly  result  in  tke  loss  of  a  major  portion  of  tke 
town.  A  priceless  kistoric  keritage  and  a  very  sukstantial  investment  of  state  and  federal 
dollars  would  ke  destroyed.  Tke  site  is  now  inadequately  protected  ky  a  250  gallon 
pickup  mounted  pumper. 

Need 

Tke  kistoric  importance  of  tkis  site,  tke  irreplaceakle  nature  of  its  structures,  and  tke 
growing  investment  make  it  imperative  tkat  an  adequate  fire  figkting  system  ke 
developed.  A  pump  station  and  distribution  lines,  wkick  would  deliver  a  large  volume 
of  water  throughout  tke  town,  are  needed  to  assure  tke  continued  existence  of  tke 
physical  remnants  of  our  first  territorial  capitoi. 


Access  —  Bypass  Road  and  Bridges 


Current  Situation 

Bannack  is  now  served  by  a  higk  standard  graveled  county  road  leading  from 
highway  278  to  Bannack  State  Park.  This  road  provides  the  only  practical  access  to 
private  and  public  land  “below”  Bannack.  All  traffic  proceeding  past  Bannack  is 
therefore  forced  to  traverse  the  length  of  main  street. 


Need 

It  is  essential  that  a  bypass  road  he  constructed  on  the  perimeter  of  the  park  in  order 
to  maintain  a  historic  atmosphere  and  allow  visitors  to  wander  along  Bannack’s  historic 
main  street  without  fear  of  encountering  ore  trucks  and  automobiles.  Such  a  bypass 
would  also  allow  the  manager  to  “close’  ’  the  park  as  necessary  to  control  after  hours 
trespass  and  vandalism. 

The  only  feasible  bypass  route  lies  to  the  south  of  Grasshopper  Creek  and  will 
necessitate  construction  of  bridge  crossings  and  approximately  one-half  mile  of  gravel 
road. 
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LOOKING  AT  THE  CENTER  OF  TOWN  FROM  THE  NORTHWEST 


Visitor’s  Center 


Current  Situation 

Tkere  is  currently  no  focal  point  from  wkich  Bannack  visitors  can  become  oriented  to 
tke  site  and  gain  an  understanding  of  wkat  lies  akead.  Support  facilities  serving  over 
30,000  visitors  per  year  are  completely  primitive.  Restroom  services  are  provided  by  two 
pit  toilets  and  drinking  water  is  available  at  an  ancient  band  pump. 


Tke  Need 

A  suitably  adapted  log  structure  located  adjacent  to  tke  parking  area  on  tke  edge  of 
town  would  serve  as  a  starting  point  for  Bannack  visitors.  Suck  a  structure  would  bouse 
introductory  interpetive  diplays  designed  to  orient  visitors  to  tke  site  and  introduce  tkem 
to  tke  many  kistoric  tkemes  tkat  can  be  explored.  It  can  also  serve  as  a  dissemination 
point  for  management  messages  and  information  on  otker  area  attractions. 

Altkougk  primitive  sanitary  facilities  add  a  degree  of  kistoric  authenticity,  most 
visitors  would  welcome  tke  convenience  of  modern  flush  toilets  and  drinking  fountains. 
A  visitor’s  center  would  bouse  these  facilities. 


BANNACK  HERITAGE  DAYS  -  1979 


Fencing 


Current  Situation 
Tke  boundaries 

confusion  to  users 

I 


of  Bannack  State  Park  are  not  now  defined  or 
of  adjacent  lands  and  allows  livestock  to  freely 


fenced.  Tkis  causes 
enter  tke  townsite. 
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Need 

Perimeter  fencing  is  necessary  to  define  park  boundaries  and  exclude  livestock  from 
park  property. 


Rehabilitation 


Current  Situation 

One  of  Bannack’s  major  historic  themes  centers  on  gold  mining  and  one  of  the  major 
structures  associated  with  that  theme  is  the  Bannack  mill.  The  structure  and  adjacent 
outbuildings  are  in  urgent  need  of  rehabilitation  and  stabilization  to  prevent  deteriora¬ 
tion  and  to  correct  hazardous  conditions  which  currently  prevent  visitors  from  entering 
the  structure.  In  addition,  several  other  structures  in  Bannack  must  be  stabilized  to  pre¬ 
vent  further  deterioration  and  assure  the  safety  of  the  public. 

Need 

Reroofing,  replacement  of  roof  substructure,  rebuilding  interior  stairways,  railings 
and  decking,  repair  of  siding  and  replacement  of  broken  windows  would  sufficiently 
protect  the  structures  from  further  deterioration  and  would  make  it  possible  for  the 
public  to  enter  them  without  fear  of  injury. 
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THE  BANNACK  CYANIDE  MILL 
INTERIOR  (ABOVE),  AND  EXTERIOR 
(RIGHT). 


Interpretive  Program 


Current  Situation 

Of  the  thousands  of  people  who  visit  Bannack  each  year,  very  few  are  aware  of  the 
great  diversity  and  importance  of  historic  events  that  took  place  during  its  long  history. 
A  self-guided  tour  and  a  few  pictorial  displays  inadequately  present  the  highlights  of 
the  past. 


Need 

A  comprehensive  interpretive  program  utilizing  a  variety  of  techniques  would  greatly 
enhance  visitor  understanding  and  enjoyment  of  Montana’s  fascinating  past. 


Shop  Building  and  Storage  Area 


Current  Situation 

A  workshop  and  storage  area  are  necessary  to  support  facilities  at  Bannack.  Building 
repair  and  maintenance,  fabrication  and  maintenance  of  displays  and  repair  of  artifacts 
and  antiques  require  a  substantial  work  space  in  close  proximity  to  the  townsite.  Cur¬ 
rently  an  historic  grocery  store  on  main  street  is  being  utilized  for  this  purpose.  Such 
use  is  not  consistent  with  efforts  to  maintain  historic  integrity,  remove  modern  intrusions 
and  minimize  in-town  vehicular  traffic. 

The  storage  and  cataloging  of  antiques,  artifacts  and  photographic  and  printed 
records  is  also  an  essential  activity  at  Bannack.  Various  existing  historic  buildings  now 
provide  only  marginal  security  from  vandalism,  theft,  humidity  and  rodent  damage. 

The  Need 

An  adequate,  well  designed  building  located  on  the  perimeter  of  the  townsite  would 
provide  the  necessary  shop  and  storage  space  without  detracting  from  historic  values. 


Cost  Estimate 


1.  Shop  $  32,197 

2.  Rehabilitation  of  House  on  Lot  2  into  a  Visitor’s  Center  93,000 

3.  Parking  Area  17,311 

4.  By-pass  Road  and  Stream  Crossings  46,932 

5.  Fencing  36,480 

6.  Rehabilitation  of  Various  Buildings  120,000 

7.  Fire  System  154,080 

Total  $  500,000 


The  overall  project  scope  and  costs  will  vary  as  refined  plans  are  prepared  showing  the 
detail  of  the  work  to  he  accompli  shed. 
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Proposed  Bridgi 


Rehabilitate  Old  Mill  Site 


Proposed  Visitor’s  Center 


Proposed  Shop  Building 


Proposed  Bridgi 
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200  copies  of  this  publication  were  produced  at  a 
unit  cost  of  22<t  per  copy  for  a  total  cost  of  $44.10 
which  includes  $44.10  for  printing  and  $0  for 
distribution. 


